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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR DECEMBER 10, 2021  

 
 

Season’s Greetings! 

The City kicked-off the holiday season in style last Saturday morning hosting Breakfast 

with Santa at the Civic Center. 

 

 

Santa enjoyed meeting all the good little girls and boys, and families enjoyed a hearty 

pancake breakfast.  There were also two incredible ice sculptures: Olaf from Frozen and 

three snow-suited little ones.  
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Lyn and I enjoyed seeing hundreds of families who participated in the Drive-Thru Santa 

event outside the Civic Center.  Many people took photos with Mrs. Claus, the live 

reindeer and next to lighting displays around Elmwood Park. 
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Thanks to our generous residents, the City collected more than $470 for the Salvation 

Army and $100 for the food bank. 

 

Here is a video that captures the fun and excitement of the evening. 

 

 

Drive-Thru Holiday Caroling 

Independence Local Schools Music Programs invites the community to 

celebrate the holidays by joining them for a drive-through holiday 

caroling experience! 

This one-of-a-kind event will take place on Monday, December 13th 

from 6 - 7 PM on the campuses of Independence Middle and High 

Schools. This FREE event starts as you enter the campuses from Selig Road.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qjrkSl55RIc
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Stay in your car and share in the holiday spirit by listening to a combination of live and 

recorded performances from our students in third through twelfth grade!  

The IHS Music Boosters are selling Krispy Kreme donuts at the holiday caroling event 

(cash sales only, while supplies last). 

We hope you will join us to celebrate the season and our outstanding students! 

 

A Remembrance Celebration 

The holiday season is filled with memories of time spent with loved ones.  But for anyone 

who has lost someone – a friend, family, colleague, or neighbor – this time of year can be 

challenging.  

On Thursday night, the City hosted a Remembrance Celebration to honor the lives of 

people who have passed.  I was honored to participate in the evening along with Rev. 

Michele Thompson of Rockside Church who delivered the invocation, Harpist Virginia 

Dickson who performed soothing songs, and Lori Rizzardi, Adult Program Coordinator, 

who read the poem “We Remember Them.”    

As Community Services Director Emily Thomas read the names of those no longer with 

us, family members hung an angel ornament on the Remembrance Tree inside the Civic 

Center.  
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Let me share the short poem I read by an unknown author: 

“Those we love don’t go away, 

they walk beside us every day. 

Unseen.  Unheard, but always near. 

Still loved, still missed, and very dear. 

 

Holiday Hours: Building and Engineering Departments 

The Independence Building and Engineering Departments will not be open on Friday, 

December 24 or Friday, December 31 ahead of the Christmas and New Year holidays.  

There will be limited staff and services available December 27-31, 2021.    

The Building and Engineering Departments will return to regular hours on Monday, 

January 3, 2022.  

 

A reminder that the City will be 

participating in National Wreaths 

Across America Day with a wreath-

laying ceremony at Maple Shade 

Cemetery on Saturday, 

December 18 at Noon.  More than 2,500 locations in all fifty states, at sea, and abroad 

will participate simultaneously.   

The mission is to Remember Our Fallen Veterans, Honor Those Who Serve, and Teach 

Our Children the Value of Freedom.  Everyone is welcome! 

 

  

 

If you know someone who would like to 

subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 

please ask them to email their name and email 

address to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 
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